he Dragon's Daughter
Li Ctiao-wei
FL. 9^H CENTURY
In the Yi Feng period (676-678) there lived a student by the name
of Liu Yi. He had been unsuccessful in the examinations and was
about to set out for his native home on the banks of the Hsiang
when he recalled that* he had a fellow countryman living in Ching-
yang and decided that he would call on him to bid him goodby.
Six or seven.li from his destination, his horse was frightened by a
flight of birds and ran for six or seven li before it stopped. There
he saw a woman tending sheep by the roadside. The circumstance
struck Li as somewhat odd and he paused for a better look at hen
She turned out to be of extraordinary beauty, though she was sad
of mien and dressed in drab clothes, and she was looking about her
intently as if expecting some one.
"What troubles you that you look so sad?" Yi asked her.
For a moment she was silent but in the end she replied weep-
ing: "It is kind of you, sir, to take an interest in an unfortunate
woman, for though I must continue to bear the grievous wrong
which I have suffered, it will afford me some measure of relief
to unburden myself. I am, sir, the youngest daughter of the Dragon
King of Lake Tung T'ing and was married by my parents to the
second son of the King of the River Ching. My husband turned out
to be a dissipated rake and of late, under the bewitchment of
some maid, has begun to neglect and abuse me. I complained to
my parents-in-law but they dote on their son and would do nothing.
When I repeated my complaints, they too turned against me and
banished me out here to this tedious task." At this point she was
overcome with grief and wept for a while in silence. Then she con-